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Professor Gheorghe Atanasiu was born on August 23, 1939, in Bacau-Romania.

He attended G. Bacovia high school in Bacau, which he graduated in 1955; afterwards, he
enrolled in the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics of «Al. I. Cuza» University of lagi, which he
graduated in 1961, being subsequently hired as a teaching assistant at the Polytechnic Institute
in Bragov.

It followed a rich academic career, with outstanding achievements in the formation of a
geometry school in Bragov. Since 1971, Prof. G. Atanasiu had a major contribution to the
prestige of the young Faculty of Mathematics in the University of Bragov. He worked as a
lecturer during 1969-1977, as an associated professor during 1977-1990 and as a full professor
starting from 1990.

In 1974, he was appointed chair of the Department of Geometry at the University of Brasov,
a position which he held, with some interruptions, until 2007. In 2008 he retired, but continued
to have a close connection with the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science of Brasov
University.

Prof. G. Atanasiu contributed to the formation of dozens of generations of mathematicians
and engineers and he is remembered by his former students for the clarity and the depth of his
lectures.

Also, he had outstanding scientific achievements. In 1973, he was granted a scholarship in
Paris, where he had the chance to come into acquaintance with renowned mathematicians such
as Charles Ehresmann. In the same year, he obtained a Ph.D. degree at the University Al I.
Cuza University of Iagi, with the thesis «Pairs of connections compatible with G-structuress,
under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Georgiev.

In 1980, he was awarded the Gheorghe Titeica Prize by the Romanian Academy.

He has published numerous scientific articles, 122 of which are registered by Mathematical
Reviews and wrote dozens of textbooks.

Prof. Atanasiu’s works cover various areas of differential geometry, especially Finsler
geometry and its applications. In the 80’s, he extended the study (initiated in his Ph.D. thesis)
of geometric structures to the tangent bundle equipped with a linear connection. He explored
the existence of Finsler connections compatible with these structures (MR0581763, MR0627931,
MR0692643, MR0759315, MR0702945, etc.) and brought important contributions to the study
of Lagrange geometry (MR0837172, MR0893785, MR0936879, etc.). In 1986, Professor Radu
Miron initiated the study the Hamilton geometry, highlighting its links by duality with the
previously Lagrange geometry; a close associate of Prof. R. Miron in this field was Professor
G. Atanasiu (MR0954559, MR1037238, MR1128718, MR1088465 etc.).

In the early 90’s, he tackled, along with G. Munteanu, the geometry of the second order
tangent bundle (MR1174510). Later on, he got together with R. Miron remarkable results
on this topic, which is nowadays known under the name of geometry of the k-osculating
bundle, Osc*M (MR1423090, MR1687706) and which, in the presence of a higher order
Lagrangian, led to higher order Lagrange geometry (MR1455398, MR1423092). The main
issues considered in this area are related to prolongations of Riemannian metrics, Finslerian
or Lagrangian structures to Osc®*M (MR1423091, MR2155194) and to the study of some
higher order Lagrangians with applications in theoretical physics (MR1406035, MR1770982,
MR2431138, etc.).

In recent years Professor G. Atanasiu studied together with his collaborators the issue
Berwald-Moor metrics and their extensions to the bundle Osc?M, followed by various
applications in theoretical physics; this was the subject of a long term and fruitful collaboration
of the whole Brasov team led by him with the Research Institute for Hypercomplex Systems in
Geometry and Physics in Fryazino-Russia. Also, over the last few years, he studied, together
with M. Neagu, issues related to multi-time Lagrange and Hamilton geometry (MR2641138,
MR2539737).
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Prof. G. Atanasiu collaborated with numerous scientists from Romania and abroad. He
published 12 joint papers with R. Miron, whose friend and coworker he was for a long period.
Other productive collaborations were those with M. Hashiguchi (MR1202614, MR0837172),
F. Klepp (MR1022205, MR1022204, MR1128718), 1. Comi¢ (MR1691917, MR1713780 ),
G. Munteanu (MR1174510, MR1174511, MR1246876), E. Stoica (MR1687706, MR1713780,
MR2062528) and with M. Neagu (MR2539737, MR2641138). Many results were also obtained
in collaboration with his Ph.D. students: N. Voicu, M. Purcaru, M. Paun, M. Tarnoveanu, A.
Oana.

Professor G. Atanasiu was the doctoral advisor of several geometers from the Faculty of
Mathematics and Computer Science in Bragov and from other Romanian universities.

A special contribution belongs to Professor G. Atanasiu in organizing in Bragov, in
collaboration with Academician Prof. Doc. Radu Miron, the biennial National Seminars in
Finsler and Lagrange Spaces, from 1980 until 1994. These Seminars were the environment in
which many of the ideas in Finsler geometry in the 80’s and 90’s appeared and developed; it
was a great geometry school, whose results are visible up to now. The team of geometers in
Brasov, created by him, enjoys international recognition in Finsler geometry.

He was a member of several scientific associations, such as the Romanian Mathematical
Society and a founding member (in 1994) of the Balkan Society of Geometers. As a result of
his prodigious work, he was elected vice-president of several General Assemblies of BSG.

For all this, the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science from Bragov and Balkan
Society of Geometers pays him a pious homage.

Gheorghe Munteanu
Transilvania University of Bragov

Constantin Udrigte
President of Balkan Society of Geometers
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C mpodeccopom ATtaHacmy si TTOZHAKOMUJICS JIeCATh jeT Hazas, 3umoit 2005 roma. OH Ha-
ucasl MUCHbMO (YTO YJIMBUTENBHO - HA PYCCKOM sI3bIKE), B KOTOPOM BbIDazKajl ropsiuee COTrJa-
cue ¢ ujeeil MHOTOMEPHOCTH BpPEMEHU U TCeBI0(MUHCIEPOBOI MeOMETPUU COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO
MuOTO0Opasus. C Tex mop, He MPOXOAUJIO HUA OJHOTO Dojiee MeHee CePbEe3HOI0 MEpOIPUATHSI,
opraumzyemoro HamuM HUNW ['mmepKoMIIeKCHBIX cHCTEM B reoMeTpur U (hU3UKe, B KOTOPOM
Ob1 Tpodeccop He TpPUHUMAT JUIHOTO ydacTusg. OH ObLT MOCTOSTHHBIM OPTaHU3aTOPOM U HJIe-
HOM aKaJIEMIIeCKOI0 KOMUTETa BCeX MEeKIyHaPOIHbIX KoHbepen it « PuHcaepoBbl 000011eHnS
TEOPUU OTHOCUTETBHOCTU», & TAK Ke PsJIa BaKHBIX CEMUHAPOB, B TOM YHCJI€, T€X KOTOPbIE UHU-
nuupoBas cam B Pymbinuu, B pogaoMm iyist cebst TpancunbBanckoM yausepcutere. Ha Beex atux
MEpPONPUATUAX, OH IMOCTOSHHO MOIYEPKUBAJI CBOe yOeXKJIeHHe B TOM, UTO PeaJbHbIN (pusmde-
CKUII MUD JIOJI7KEH CYIIECTBEHHO JIYHIIe ONMICHIBATHCS IICEBIOMUHCIEPOBOI reoMeTpueil MHOTO-
MEPHOT'O BpeMeHU ¢ MeTpuKoil bepsasbaa-Moopa, Tora kKak obmenpuHaTas CeroJHs MeTpUKa
MWuHKOBCKOIO - JIMIIb JIOCTATOYHO XOpOIllee TPUOJINKEHNe K 3Toi (PUHCIEPOBOil PeaTbHOCTH.

Obmenne ¢ mpodeccopom Aranacny Bcerga JOCTAB/ISIIO OTPOMHOE YJIOBOJIBCTBHE, & CIIOPBI
— HEM3MEHHO OKa3bIBAJINCH KOHCTPYKTUBHBIMU U T1yOoKmMu. Celfdac TPyIHO MPEICTABUTD, KAK
pa3BuBasiach ObI JiesiTesbHOCTE HUU ['umnepKoMIIIeKCHBIX CUCTEM, He TIEPEILIe/NCh CyIb0a Ha-
IIero HHCTUTYTA ¢ MOCTAeHNM jecaTuierneM Leopruy Artanacuy. TpyaHO BBIpA3UTH BCIO HAIILY
6JIaroaPHOCTD STOMY Y€JIOBEKY U Mbl OTUETJINBO TOHNMAaeM, HACKOJILKO Telepb HaM BceM Oy1eT
€ro He XBaTaTh. ..

upekTop
HUN I'nriepKOMILIEKCHBIX CHCTEM
B reOMeTpUH u (hU3NKe

[Tasnos JI.T
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